The Role of Onboard Cameras in Proving Truck Driver Negligence

Our truck accident attorneys can build a strong case for compensation

Truck accidents on Indiana highways leave victims facing devastating injuries, mounting bills,
and insurance companies determined to protect their bottom line. In these cases, the fight
often comes down to evidence. Onboard cameras have become one of the most powerful tools
for proving truck driver negligence.

Most commercial trucks on Indiana interstates like 1-69, 1-469, and 1-90 are now equipped with
cameras. Some are dash-mounted, some face the driver, and others cover multiple angles of
the cab and roadway. Trucking companies install these systems to monitor safety and protect
themselves, but the same recordings can be critical for victims.

Camera evidence is often the key to proving negligence. Some of the most common violations
revealed on Indiana roads include:

e Driver fatigue: Hours-of-service violations are common among long-haul truckers
crossing Indiana. Footage can capture a driver nodding off before impact.

e Distracted driving: Looking at a phone, reaching for items, or eating at the wheel are all
violations that can lead directly to collisions.

e Improper lane changes: Video shows unsafe merges that cause sideswipes, near-misses,
or even jackknifes.

e Failure to brake: Dashcams capture speed and reaction times, critical in rear-end
crashes.

e Company negligence: Sometimes footage shows deeper issues — unsafe scheduling, lack
of training, or ignored safety policies that can establish trucking company liability.

Onboard camera footage captures what really happened before, during, and after a crash. It
shows whether a driver was distracted, fatigued, or reckless, and it can shut down the excuses
trucking companies and their insurers use to deny liability.

A Fort Wayne truck accident lawyer knows how to secure this evidence before it disappears,

turning raw footage into proof that wins cases. For injured people in Fort Wayne, South Bend,
and across Indiana, video evidence can mean the difference between a lowball settlement and
the full compensation they deserve.

Types of camera footage that reveal negligence

Without quick action, valuable proof of negligence can be lost forever. Insurance companies
move quickly to take control of this evidence. They may preserve clips that help their defense
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while allowing damaging footage to be overwritten. In some cases, recordings are kept only for
30 days unless a lawyer intervenes.

Different onboard systems capture different kinds of violations. Together, they help create a
full picture of what caused a crash.

e Forward-facing dashcams show speeding, tailgating, and unsafe lane changes on
highways like US-30 or US-31.

e Cab-facing cameras reveal driver distraction, such as texting, eating, or even nodding off
behind the wheel.

e Exterior or side cams document blind-spot collisions and unsafe lane merges, common
on crowded stretches of 1-469 near Fort Wayne or the Indiana Toll Road by South Bend.

e Event-triggered systems automatically save clips during hard braking, swerving, or
impact, preserving the moments that matter most.

When presented in court, this footage is hard to dispute. It exposes dangerous conduct in real
time and helps juries understand exactly how a crash unfolded.

How a lawyer secures key video evidence

Trucking companies know how powerful video can be, and they control access to it. Federal
regulations require them to preserve evidence when litigation is anticipated, but enforcement
is inconsistent. Too often, footage is “lost” unless lawyers act immediately. A Fort Wayne truck
accident lawyer can take immediate steps to identify, protect, and obtain the footage that can
make or break a case. These involve:

¢ Identifying the footage: Lawyers determine what camera systems were installed on the
truck, whether forward-facing, cab-facing, or event-triggered. Fleet records, inspection
logs, and discovery requests are used to confirm the technology in place at the time of
the crash.

e Locating the evidence: Once the system is identified, attorneys move quickly to find out
where the footage is stored, for example, on the truck’s internal memory, a company
server, or through a third-party fleet management service.

e Protecting the recordings: Lawyers issue preservation letters immediately after a crash,
putting the trucking company on legal notice that the footage must be saved. Courts can
impose penalties if a company destroys evidence after receiving such notice.

e Obtaining the footage: Through subpoenas, discovery motions, and sometimes court
orders, attorneys compel trucking companies and insurers to turn over the full
recordings, not just edited clips that favor their defense.



This process is technical and time-sensitive, but it is also one of the most important parts of a
truck accident claim. Without a lawyer acting quickly, critical video can vanish within weeks.
With the right legal team, that footage is preserved, secured, and used to hold negligent drivers
and their employers accountable.

The challenges of getting full compensation without a lawyer

Trucking companies are backed by insurers with nearly unlimited resources. Insurance
companies may release carefully selected clips that favor their case while concealing the rest of
the recording. They know how to minimize payouts and shift blame onto victims. In Indiana,
comparative fault laws make it easy for insurers to argue that the injured driver was partly
responsible, reducing the compensation owed.

Victims who try to pursue claims on their own rarely know what to request or how to demand
preservation. But our Fort Wayne truck accident lawyers know the playbook. Our experienced
Indiana truck accident lawyers can file the necessary legal notices to ensure full video evidence
is secured before it disappears.

By securing onboard footage, working with accident reconstruction experts, and presenting
clear proof of negligence, our lawyers level the playing field against powerful insurers.

Put a fighter in your corner today

Onboard cameras can be the difference between proving negligence and walking away empty-
handed. A Fort Wayne truck accident lawyer knows how to secure this footage and use it to
strengthen your case, driving up compensation for medical treatment, lost wages, pain and
suffering, and even wrongful death damages.

Local knowledge makes a difference. The busiest trucking routes through Indiana, 1-69 in Fort
Wayne, I1-90 near South Bend, and US-30 across northern Indiana, are corridors where
devastating wrecks happen all too often. Victims on these roads need lawyers who know the
terrain, know the insurers, and know how to win in Indiana courts.

Boughter Sinak, LLC has built our reputation on coming out swinging. Insurance companies may

think they have the upper hand, but onboard footage often tells a different story, and when it
does, we use it to hit back hard. Our case results include a $12 million truck accident recovery.

If you were injured or a loved one died in an Indiana truck accident, contact our Fort Wayne
personal injury attorneys today for a free consultation and put proven fighters in your corner.
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