Why Are Maintenance Logs So Important After a Truck Crash?

Let our Indiana truck accident attorneys fight for the compensation you deserve

When a massive semi-truck barrels down the highway, every part of that machine has to work
in harmony, including brakes, tires, steering, and lights. Think of it like an orchestra. When one
instrument is out of tune, the whole performance collapses. In trucking, that collapse can mean
a devastating truck accident.

One of the most important pieces of evidence that shows why that crash happened is often
hidden in the truck’s maintenance logs.

Maintenance records might not seem exciting, but they’re often the key to proving whether a
trucking company acted responsibly or cut corners to save time and money. These logs don’t
just list repairs and inspections. They tell a story of how seriously a company takes safety, or
how often it gambles with it.

What exactly are truck maintenance logs?

Every commercial trucking company is required by law to keep maintenance and inspection
records for every vehicle it owns. These logs track everything from routine oil changes to major
repairs and annual inspections. Drivers are supposed to complete daily inspection reports,
mechanics must document repairs, and the company itself must keep an organized record of it
all.

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) sets strict standards for these records
under federal regulation 49 CFR §396. Trucking companies must inspect, repair, and maintain
their vehicles on a regular schedule, and keep proof of it. The logs typically include:

e Brake, tire, and lighting inspections

e Qil and fluid changes

e Suspension, steering, and axle checks

e Repair invoices and service receipts

e Dates, mileage, and signatures of mechanics or inspectors

These records help ensure that the truck was safe to be on the road. When a crash occurs, they
can either back up a company’s claims of proper maintenance or expose negligence that put
lives at risk.

How do maintenance records influence a truck accident case?

Maintenance logs are far more than paperwork; they’re evidence. When a serious crash
happens, these records can show whether the company and driver followed safety laws or
ignored them.
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For example, if the brakes failed, logs might show that inspections were skipped or problems
were reported but never fixed. That kind of evidence can prove a trucking company knew about
a safety issue and chose to keep operating anyway. On the other hand, clean and consistent
records can show that the company met its responsibilities.

Attorneys use maintenance logs to:

e Establish the cause of mechanical failure

e Prove that the company had prior notice of a defect

e |dentify patterns of neglect, like repeated brake or tire problems

e Strengthen claims of negligent maintenance or negligent supervision

What kinds of maintenance failures commonly cause truck accidents?

Some of the most devastating truck accidents happen because of simple, preventable
maintenance failures. The most common include:

e Brake system neglect: Brakes are the number one source of mechanical failure in large
trucks. Worn pads, leaking air lines, or missed inspections can lead to catastrophic loss
of control.

e Tire blowouts: When a tire bursts at highway speed, an 80,000-pound vehicle can’t stop
safely. Many blowouts stem from underinflation, bald treads, or skipped replacements.

e Steering and suspension issues: Poorly maintained steering systems can cause the
driver to lose control, especially during turns or in bad weather.

e Lighting failures: Missing brake lights or malfunctioning signals can easily lead to rear-
end or sideswipe collisions.

e Engine and transmission breakdowns: Ignoring warning lights, skipping oil changes, or
running with fluid leaks can cause a truck to seize up and cause multi-vehicle pileups.

These are all preventable issues. That’s what makes maintenance logs so important; they help
determine if the crash was truly an accident or the result of negligence.

How does a lawyer use maintenance logs to prove negligence?

When an attorney takes on a truck accident case, one of the first things they do is demand that
all maintenance and inspection records be preserved. This is done through what’s called a
spoliation letter, a formal notice that prevents the trucking company from deleting or destroying
evidence.

Once obtained, the lawyer and their investigators review the logs line by line, looking for gaps,
errors, or inconsistencies. For example:

e Are inspections missing for long periods?
e Do odometer readings line up with mileage reports?
e Were previous mechanical issues properly repaired?



They’ll also cross-check maintenance logs against other evidence, such as:

e Electronic Control Module (ECM) or “black box” data showing the truck’s speed and
performance

e Driver hours-of-service logs to confirm when the truck was on the road

e Department of Transportation (DOT) inspection reports or citations

If the logs are incomplete or falsified, that’s a huge red flag. Lawyers then work with mechanical
and accident reconstruction experts to interpret what those gaps mean and how they
contributed to the crash.

What if a trucking company falsifies or destroys maintenance records?

Unfortunately, it happens more often than you might think. Some trucking companies falsify
maintenance logs by backdating repairs, copying signatures, or checking off inspection boxes for
work that was never done. Others conveniently “lose” or destroy records after a crash.

When this happens, courts take it seriously. Destroying or altering evidence is considered
spoliation, and it can result in severe penalties. Judges may instruct juries to assume the missing
records would have proven the company’s guilt. This is a powerful blow to the defense.

To build a compelling case, an attorney will need to uncover tampering by comparing logs with
third-party service invoices, digital timestamps, or data from fleet maintenance software.
Modern trucks also store telematics data that can reveal whether the truck was actually
serviced when the logs claim it was.

Can poor maintenance amount to gross negligence?

Poor truck maintenance can amount to gross negligence, and in some cases it goes well beyond
carelessness. Gross negligence occurs when a trucking company acts with reckless disregard for
safety, such as knowingly putting unsafe trucks on the road.

Examples include:

e Continuing to operate a truck after repeated brake violations
e Ignoring official out-of-service orders from inspectors
e Forging inspection documents to avoid downtime

What should you do if you suspect poor maintenance caused your crash?

Time is critical after a truck accident. Maintenance logs and inspection reports can disappear
fast, sometimes within months. If you believe vehicle neglect played a role in your crash, act
quickly:

e Get medical treatment immediately. Even if you feel okay, some injuries take time to
appear.



¢ Document everything. Take photos of the truck, skid marks, and any debris. Keep copies
of your medical records and bills.

e Don’t speak to the trucking company or its insurer. Anything you say can be twisted to
minimize your claim.

e (Call a truck accident lawyer right away. An attorney can send legal notices to preserve
evidence and demand the maintenance logs before they vanish.

e Stay off social media. Insurance companies often monitor posts to find reasons to
dispute your injuries.

How can a truck accident lawyer protect my rights?

Trucking companies and their insurance companies move fast after a crash. They have
investigators, adjusters, and lawyers on the scene within hours. Their goal is to limit their
exposure and pay as little as possible.

A skilled attorney can balance the scales by:

e Securing maintenance and inspection records before they’re destroyed

e Working with engineers to identify mechanical defects

e Analyzing black box and telematics data to prove when and how the truck failed

e Handling all communication with insurers to prevent manipulation

e Negotiating aggressively for full compensation, including future medical care, and lost
earnings

e Taking the case to court if the company refuses to take responsibility

Most truck accident lawyers work on a contingency fee basis, meaning you don’t pay anything
up front. The attorney only gets paid if they win or settle your case. That allows you to focus on
recovery while they focus on results.

Why maintenance logs are the silent witnesses of a truck crash

Truck maintenance logs might not make headlines, but they’re often the most telling evidence
in any trucking case. They can reveal years of neglect hidden behind a company’s polished
image and advertising slogans about safety. They show whether a company treated its fleet as a
responsibility or just a revenue stream.

If you were hurt in a truck accident, don’t face a billion-dollar company alone. The truth is often
buried in paperwork, and the right lawyer knows exactly where to dig. By uncovering the
maintenance trail, you can hold negligent companies accountable and demand the justice you
deserve.

Get a proven Indiana truck accident lawyer on your side today

If you or someone you love has been hurt in a truck accident, you don’t have to take on the
trucking company alone. Boughter Sinak, LLC has built a reputation as one of Indiana’s toughest
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personal injury law firms, known for standing up to powerful trucking corporations and their
insurers. Our attorneys know how to uncover the truth and recover every dollar you deserve.

We serve clients throughout Fort Wayne, Warsaw, and across all of Indiana, bringing the same
relentless energy to every case, no matter the size of the opponent. From the first call, you'll
speak directly with a lawyer who listens, answers your questions, and builds a strategy around
your needs.

You’ll never pay upfront fees, and we work on a contingency fee basis, which means you don’t
owe us anything unless we win your case. Contact us for a free consultation and find out how
we can help you take back control after your accident.
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