How to Deal with an Out-Of-State Truck Accident in Indiana

Our experienced truck accident lawyers are ready to fight for you

Tractor-trailers and other commercial trucks from across the country often travel through
Indiana. Highways like Interstate 69 in Fort Wayne, Interstate 65, and I-74 are major cross-
country routes located in Indiana.

That’s why truck accidents in Indiana involving out-of-state truck drivers are so common. When
these accidents happen, knowing what to do next can be overwhelming. Even knowing which
state or court has jurisdiction over such accidents can be confusing.

That’s why our Indiana out-of-state truck accident lawyers at Boughter Sinak, LLC, in Fort
Wayne want to help. We know how to handle such complex legal cases and which state and
federal laws apply to Indiana truck accidents caused by out-of-state drivers.

What makes out-of-state truck accidents in Indiana so complicated?

When a tractor-trailer or another type of commercial truck from another state causes a crash in
Indiana, the case almost never follows a straightforward pattern. You’re dealing with a driver
who lives somewhere else and a trucking company that may be based several states away. That
means more moving parts, more insurance policies, and more legal questions that must be
addressed before you can be fully compensated.

There can be many complicating factors:

e The truck driver lives in another state, so serving legal papers and taking testimony can
require extra steps and travel.

e The trucking company is based somewhere else, which raises questions about where
the lawsuit should be filed and which courts have authority over the company.

e Several insurance policies may be involved, including the trucker’s policy, the trucking
company’s policy, and excess or umbrella coverage written in another state.

e Evidence such as driver qualification files, maintenance records, and dispatch logs is
often kept at the trucking company’s home office in another state.

e Different state laws can interact with federal trucking regulations, which makes it more
complicated to sort out who broke which rules and where.

e The trucking company may move quickly to send its own investigators to the scene,
which can put injured people at a disadvantage if they do not act just as fast.

All these issues matter because they can affect who's held responsible, where the case can be
filed, and how insurance coverage is accessed. If those questions are not handled correctly at
the beginning, important claims can be delayed or dismissed. That’s why out-of-state truck
crashes are rarely “routine” Indiana accident cases. Injury victims need a sophisticated legal
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strategy that takes into account the Indiana side of the crash and out-of-state business
decisions associated with it.

Who investigates Indiana truck accidents involving out-of-state trucks?

When a serious truck crash happens in Indiana, law enforcement is usually the first to get
involved, regardless of where the truck is from. However, unlike other types of motor vehicle
accidents, there’s often an additional layer of investigation at the federal level when
commercial trucks are involved, especially from another state.

Law enforcement agencies that investigate Indiana truck accidents can include:

e Local city or town police departments that respond to crashes on municipal streets and
roads, take statements at the scene and prepare initial crash reports.

e County sheriff’s offices that patrol rural roads and county highways and handle serious
crashes outside city limits.

e Indiana State Police, including state troopers and commercial vehicle enforcement
officers who often respond to interstate highway accidents and are specially trained to
inspect trucks and enforce state and federal trucking regulations.

e Federal agencies, especially the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), which
investigate major truck crashes that involve serious or fatal injuries and broader safety
concerns.

All these agencies gather facts, photograph the crash site and take down important information
about the drivers, vehicles and accident conditions. All of this information is then added to the
investigating police officer’s accident report, which is officially called an Indiana Officer’s
Standard Crash Report. In cases of fatal truck accidents, the NTSB often launches a deeper
investigation into why the crash happened and whether systemic problems exist. These reports
and findings from these investigations often become critical evidence in cases involving truck
accidents caused by out-of-state truck drivers.

Does anyone else investigate out-of-state truck accidents in Indiana?

Law enforcement isn’t the only group looking closely at serious truck crashes. After an out-of-
state truck driver injures you or someone else in Indiana, several other parties may launch their
own independent investigations, including:

e Trucking companies, which often send safety personnel or private investigators to the
crash site quickly to collect information and protect the company’s bottom line.

e Insurance companies, including your insurance company and the ones representing the
truck driver, trucking company and any other businesses involved in the crash. They
often review police reports, interview witnesses and look for reasons to limit how much
they have to pay.
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e Lawyers representing people or companies involved in the accident, including attorneys
for the trucking company and its insurance company.

Each of these groups views the same crash through a different lens. The trucking company may
focus on defending its driver and minimizing blame. Insurance carriers are usually looking for
ways to dispute fault, question injuries, or shift responsibility to someone else.

When you hire a lawyer, that investigation focuses on preserving evidence, finding safety
violations and building a case that tells the full story of how the out-of-state truck caused your
crash. The sooner an independent investigation starts, the better the chances of leveling the
playing field.

Do state or federal laws apply to out-of-state Indiana truck accidents?

Yes. Both state and federal laws often apply to commercial truck crashes in Indiana, especially if
the truck driver and trucking company are based in another state. At the state level, Indiana
traffic laws govern basic rules of the road, such as speed limits, right of way and stopping at red
lights and stop signs. Indiana injury law also controls how fault is divided, what damages (legal
term for financial compensation) are available and which legal deadlines apply when filing a
lawsuit.

At the same time, federal trucking regulations apply to most interstate trucking operations that
travel through Indiana. These federal laws cover driver qualifications, hours of service, drug and
alcohol testing, vehicle maintenance and many other safety requirements for all commercial
truck drivers nationwide. If a truck is hauling freight across state lines, the company is generally
expected to follow both federal regulations and the specific traffic and safety laws of each state
it travels through.

For an injured person, this overlapping legal framework means there may be several different
kinds of violations in play. A truck driver could break an Indiana traffic law while also running
afoul of federal regulations governing the truck driver or trucking company. Identifying both
types of violations can make a big difference in showing how the crash happened and why the
out-of-state trucking company should be held legally responsible.

What federal laws apply to out-of-state truck accidents in Indiana?

Most out-of-state truck accidents in Indiana involve interstate carriers, which are regulated by
federal law. Many of the federal regulations that apply to commercial truck drivers can be
found in Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations. Important parts of Title 49 include:

e Rules on driver qualifications, which set minimum standards for obtaining and keeping a
commercial driver’s license (CDL), including background checks and driving history
reviews.
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e Hours-of-service (HOS) regulations, which limit how long a truck driver can be on duty
and behind the wheel before taking mandatory rest breaks, in order to reduce driver
fatigue.

e Requirements for vehicle inspection, repair and maintenance, which stipulate how often
trucking companies must inspect and maintain their truck fleets, as well as how that
maintenance must be documented.

e Drug and alcohol testing rules, which mandate pre-employment, random and post-
accident testing to keep impaired drivers off the road.

e (Cargo securement and weight limit regulations, which govern how loads must be placed
and tied down and how heavy trucks can be on different types of roads.

e Record keeping duties, which require companies to keep detailed logs, inspection
reports, driver qualification files and other records that can later show whether safety
rules were followed.

When a truck from another state causes a serious crash in Indiana, violations of these federal
regulations are often central to a case. A single violation, such as driving beyond the hours-of-
service limits or skipping required maintenance, can show that the truck company put profits
ahead of safety. Proving a pattern of federal rule-breaking can also strengthen your truck
accident injury claim against an out-of-state trucking company.

Which state has jurisdiction over out-of-state truck accidents in Indiana?

Jurisdiction is the legal term for a court’s power to hear a case and make binding decisions
about the people and companies involved. In an out-of-state truck accident, more than one
state might have a legitimate claim to that power. The obvious starting point is Indiana, since
that’s where the crash happened and where the injuries occurred.

However, other states can come into play. The state where the trucking company is
headquartered may also have jurisdiction, especially if the company’s key business decisions
were made there.

In some situations, the state where the injured person lives or where certain contracts were
signed can be relevant as well. Each potential court has its own rules about when it can assert
authority over an out-of-state business and when it cannot.

Sorting through these options is often one of the first steps in building a strong legal case.
Choosing the right court can affect everything from which laws apply to how convenient it will
be to gather evidence and bring witnesses to trial. When an out-of-state trucking company is
involved, a careful jurisdiction analysis helps make sure your case is filed in a court that has
clear authority and gives you the strongest possible position.

Can | choose which court will handle my out-of-state Indiana truck accident?



In many out-of-state truck accident cases in Indiana, injured people and their lawyers often
have a choice about where to file a truck accident injury lawsuit. That choice is not unlimited,
because any court that hears the case must have proper jurisdiction and meet legal
requirements for being a suitable location. Within those boundaries, though, there can be
strategic options.

Often, one obvious choice is a civil court in Indiana near where the crash happened. That can be
convenient for local witnesses, treating doctors and the injured person and family. Another
possible option is a court in the state where the trucking company is based, especially if that’s
where important records and company officials are located. In some cases, the case can also be
filed in federal court, especially since multiple states are involved and if there’s a large amount
of money in dispute.

Deciding between these options is a strategic decision that often depends on the facts of the
case, where the witnesses and evidence are located and how different courts tend to treat
injury claims. The important point for injured people to understand is the trucking company
doesn’t automatically dictate which court works best for them. With the right guidance, you
can file your case in the court that makes sense for you and gives you the best opportunity for
being heard.

What evidence matters in out-of-state Indiana truck accidents?

Evidence is the backbone of any truck accident case. That’s especially true when the truck
driver and trucking company come from another state. When fault is disputed, the quality and
depth of evidence often decide whether an injured person receives fair compensation. Because
trucking companies often act quickly after a crash, preserving and securing key evidence
matters. Important evidence in such cases can cover a wide range, including:

e The official Indiana accident report filled out by the investigating police officer. This
report often includes diagrams, officer observations and any citations issued at the
scene.

e Photographs of the crash site, vehicle damage, skid marks, debris and road conditions
taken immediately after the crash.

e Data from the truck’s electronic control module, GPS devices, and onboard cameras,
which can show speed, braking and driver behavior before impact.

e Video footage of the accident taken by traffic cameras, security cameras, and dashcam
video cameras, which many commercial trucks are equipped with and which record
video of the crash in real time.

e Driver logs, hours-of-service (HOS) records and dispatch communications that reveal
how long the driver had been on the road and whether schedules were realistic.

e Maintenance and inspection records that show how the truck was serviced and whether
known problems were ignored.



e Witness statements from people who saw the crash or observed the truck’s driving in
the minutes before impact.

e Medical records documenting your injuries, treatment and long-term prognosis after
the collision.

Out-of-state trucking companies control many of these records, so they will not be turned over
unless you specifically request such evidence in a timely manner. Many injury victims don’t
realize that trucking companies can legally delete or overwrite certain data within a relatively
short time.

That’s why acting quickly to send preservation letters and, when necessary, filing suit to compel
production of data and documents is so important. The more complete the evidence picture,
the harder it is for an out-of-state truck driver or trucking company to deny what happened and
how the at-fault truck driver caused your harm.

How can an Indiana out-of-state truck accident attorney help?

Indiana truck accidents caused by out-of-state truck drivers often quickly turn into complex
legal cases, especially if there’s a lot of money at stake. That’s why it’s critical that you have an
experienced Indiana out-of-state truck accident lawyer handling your case right from the start.

Our legal team at Boughter Sinak, LLC, knows exactly what to do. That’s because we’ve been
helping people injured in serious truck accidents in Indiana for years. Our case results (including
a $12 million settlement secured in one truck accident case) prove we have the knowledge and
skills to handle your case.

Learn what we can do for you after your out-of-state truck accident. Contact our Fort Wayne
law firm and schedule a free consultation with an Indiana truck accident attorney you can count
on in a crisis. We work on a contingency fee basis at Boughter Sinak, LLC. That means you don’t
pay us unless we win. It’s that simple.
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