
Who Else Can Be Held Responsible After a Truck Accident in Indiana? 

If you’ve been injured, get a trusted truck accident lawyer on your side 

Most people walk away from a truck accident, or are carried away from one, with the same 

assumption that the driver did something wrong and the driver will pay. It’s a tidy theory. It’s 

also usually incomplete. The trucking industry doesn’t run on one person behind a wheel. It 

runs on a chain of decisions made by brokers, shippers, loaders, and maintenance contractors, 

any one of which might have set the conditions for a crash long before the truck ever left the 

yard. 

Why does liability in truck accidents go beyond the driver? 

Federal regulations don’t just govern drivers. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 

places specific obligations on shippers, freight brokers, and maintenance providers as distinct 

regulated entities. Each of them makes decisions that directly affect whether a truck is safe to 

operate, whether its cargo is secure, and whether the carrier hauling the load was competent to 

begin with. 

There’s also a practical reality worth naming early. A truck crash involving a spinal cord injury, a 

traumatic brain injury, or a fatality can produce damages that run well into the millions. The 

driver’s personal assets rarely come close to covering that. Even the carrier’s primary liability 

policy may fall short.  

A single freight movement can touch a broker who arranged the load, a shipper whose 

employees packed and loaded the cargo, and a repair shop that serviced the brakes three weeks 

before the crash. All of them made consequential decisions, and all of them can potentially be 

held responsible. 

How can freight brokers be held liable? 

Key points about broker responsibility and liability include: 

• Limited operational role: Brokers don’t own trucks, employ drivers, or handle freight 

directly. 

• Access to safety data: They have full access to the FMCSA’s SAFER database and the 

Safety Measurement System, which record carriers’ inspection history, crash data, out-

of-service rates, and CSA scores. Ignoring this information can be difficult to justify in 

court. 

• Negligent selection claims: If a broker assigns freight to a carrier with a troubling record, 

such as brake violations, suspended authority, or repeated hours-of-service breaches, 

that decision can form the basis for a negligence claim. 

https://boughtersinak.com/truck-accidents
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• Contract limitations: Even with contractual indemnification provisions between brokers 

and carriers, those agreements don’t erase the broker’s potential liability to injured third 

parties who weren’t part of the deal. 

When are shippers and cargo loaders responsible? 

Shippers and loaders may never leave the dock, but their decisions stay with a truck from the 

first mile to the last.  

Key liability concepts for shippers and loaders include: 

• Who they are and what they do: Shippers hire carriers to transport goods, and loaders 

physically place, position, and secure the cargo. Their decisions can follow that load 

down every mile of highway. 

• How negligence leads to crashes: Overloaded trailers raise a truck’s center of gravity, 

lengthen stopping distances, and speed up tire wear, while shifting cargo can trigger 

rollovers, jackknifes, or trailer separations. 

• Regulatory standards and evidence: FMCSA cargo securement rules under 49 CFR Part 

393 set the baseline for how freight must be distributed and secured; violations not only 

create safety hazards but also serve as evidence of negligence. When a shipper’s 

employees load a trailer without meaningful input from the driver or carrier, post-crash 

cargo condition, weight tickets, and loading-dock video can point responsibility toward 

the shipper. 

• Hazardous materials and added exposure: Federal hazardous materials regulations 

require shippers to correctly classify, package, label, and communicate the nature of 

dangerous goods; misclassification or concealment that contributes to a fire, chemical 

release, or explosion can increase a shipper’s legal exposure. 

• Comparative fault considerations: If a driver watches the loading process, has reason to 

know the freight is not properly secured, and drives anyway, comparative fault principles 

can reduce the shipper’s share of liability because the driver’s pre-trip inspection duties 

cut both ways. 

What role do maintenance contractors play in crash liability? 

Plenty of trucking companies outsource their vehicle maintenance entirely. Third-party repair 

shops, mobile service providers, and dealer service centers handle inspections, brake work, tire 

changes, and more. When something they touched fails on the road, the question shifts from 

“what broke” to “who was responsible for making sure it didn’t.” 

Common failure points that give rise to contractor claims include: 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-393
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-393


• Brake system failures from improperly adjusted or worn components signed off as 

roadworthy 

• Tire blowouts resulting from undetected tread separation, improper inflation, or 

mismatched load ratings 

• Steering component failures traced to incomplete or negligent repair work 

• Lighting and signal malfunctions that a proper inspection should have caught 

Establishing contractor negligence in a truck crash generally requires showing that the 

contractor was responsible for the system that failed, that the work was done negligently or not 

done at all, and that this failure directly caused the collision.  

Maintenance logs, repair orders, inspection checklists, and technician certifications become 

critical evidence and must be preserved quickly, since routine record-purging can erase key 

documents without a litigation hold. Expert testimony from a certified diesel mechanic or 

accident reconstructionist is usually needed to explain what went wrong, especially when a 

contractor signed off on a system as roadworthy shortly before it failed.  

Sometimes, the contractor did everything correctly and the part itself was defective (e.g., faulty 

brake components, defective tires, or flawed steering parts), which triggers a product liability 

claim against the manufacturer. Importantly, trucking companies can’t escape responsibility by 

outsourcing maintenance; they still have a nondelegable duty to keep only roadworthy trucks 

on the road. 

How do you actually pursue claims against these parties? 

Speed matters more than most people realize. Commercial carriers and their insurance 

providers often deploy accident response teams within hours of a crash. Their goal is to manage 

the narrative and preserve evidence in ways that are favorable to them. Injured parties and 

their attorneys need to move just as fast. 

The immediate priorities in a multi-party trucking case typically include: 

• Demanding preservation of ECM (black box) data, electronic logging device records, 

broker load agreements, shipper bills of lading, cargo manifests, and all maintenance 

records before routine destruction deadlines pass 

• Filing FMCSA data requests through SAFER and the Safety Measurement System to pull 

the carrier’s full safety history and CSA scores 

• Issuing litigation holds to the broker demanding carrier vetting records, load 

confirmations, and internal communications 

• Subpoenaing the maintenance contractor’s service records, technician notes, and any 

inspection reports tied to the system that failed 



The insurance picture in these cases can be layered and complicated. A fully litigated trucking 

claim may involve the carrier’s primary liability policy, the broker’s contingent liability coverage, 

the shipper’s general liability policy, and the contractor’s commercial general liability or garage 

keeper’s policy, all tendered at the same time. Knowing which policies exist and how they 

interact requires careful investigation early in the process. 

Joint and several liability, available in many states, means that multiple liable defendants can 

each be held responsible for the full amount of damages rather than just a proportional share. 

That matters enormously when one defendant is underinsured or has limited assets. 

An experienced Indiana truck accident attorney gives injured people the best chance of 

identifying every responsible party and building a case that reflects the full scope of what 

happened. 

Get an experienced legal advocate on your side after an Indiana truck accident 

If a truck crash has turned your life upside down, you don’t have to take on the trucking and 

insurance companies by yourself. Boughter Sinak, LLC is ready to step in, uncover what really 

happened, and hold every negligent party accountable. Our legal team knows how to cut 

through delays, excuses, and lowball offers to fight for the full value of your case. 

When you reach out to us, your first step costs you nothing. We offer a free consultation so you 

can tell your story, get honest guidance, and understand your legal options without any upfront 

expense. We also work on a contingency fee basis, so you pay no upfront or hidden fees for our 

services.  

We represent injured people throughout Indiana, with offices in Fort Wayne and Warsaw and 

the ability to come to you if you can’t travel. Contact us online or call to schedule your free 

consultation and get an experienced Indiana truck accident lawyer working for you today. 
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