
Spinal Cord and Paralysis Cases From Truck Wrecks in Indiana 

Our Truck Accident Attorneys Can Fight for Your Rights 

When a fully loaded semi collides with a passenger vehicle, it’s like a freight train slamming into 

a bicycle. The smaller vehicle absorbs most of the impact, and the people inside often pay the 

price with catastrophic spinal cord injuries that never truly heal. As a result, lives are changed 

and families are devastated. 

The Indiana truck accident attorneys at Boughter Sinak, LLC, we know that when a truck wreck 

leads to paralysis, the case isn’t just about what happened on one day. It’s about building a legal 

path that covers decades of medical care, lost income, and the daily grind of living with spinal 

cord damage. 

What Happens to the Spine in a Truck Crash? 

The spinal cord is the body’s main electrical cable. It runs from the base of the brain down 

through the vertebrae and carries signals that control movement, sensation, and organ 

function. In a violent truck crash, that cable can be bruised, compressed, or torn when bones 

fracture, discs burst, or the neck and back are whipped beyond their normal range. 

Doctors usually describe spinal cord injuries by: 

• The level of injury, such as cervical (neck), thoracic (upper back), or lumbar (lower back). 

• Whether the injury is complete or incomplete, meaning whether any sensation or 

movement is preserved below the injury level. 

A complete high cervical injury can sever communication almost entirely, while an incomplete 

lower injury might allow some movement or even limited walking but still cause severe pain, 

weakness, and loss of control over bladder, bowel, or balance. One crash can leave two people 

with spinal injuries that look very different on the outside but are equally life-altering when it 

comes to work and independence. 

Common Types of Paralysis After Truck Wrecks 

Whether it’s a rear-end collision or an underride crash, a truck accident often produces several 

patterns of spinal cord injury, each with different long-term needs. 

• High Tetraplegia From Cervical Injuries: A high C-level injury can rob a person of 

voluntary movement in both arms and legs, often affecting breathing and coughing 

strength as well. Many survivors require ventilator support at least temporarily, and 

some need it long term. 

https://boughtersinak.com/truck-accidents
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• Low Tetraplegia With Limited Arm Function: Injuries lower in the neck can leave some 

shoulder and arm movement but very limited hand and finger function. That means 

gripping a steering wheel, tying shoes, or typing for long periods can all become 

impossible without assistance or adaptive technology. 

• Paraplegia From Thoracic or Lumbar Trauma: When a semi strikes near the mid-back or 

lower spine, the result is often paralysis or profound weakness in the legs. Many 

paraplegic clients keep full use of their arms but must navigate wheelchairs, bowel and 

bladder programs, pressure sore risks, and chronic pain. 

• Incomplete Motor Injuries That Still Limit Life: Some survivors can walk short distances 

with braces or devices. On paper that sounds better, but they may live with constant 

pain, dangerous falls, and fatigue that make returning to a labor-intensive job almost 

impossible. 

How Much Does a Truck-Related Spinal Cord Injury Really Cost? 

Truck accident spinal cord injuries aren’t just severe from a medical perspective. They’re 

financially devastating. According to the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation, first-year costs 

for a high tetraplegia injury can exceed $1 million, with yearly costs in the six-figure range after 

that. 

For a young person injured at age 25, estimated lifetime costs can reach: 

• Nearly $5 million for high tetraplegia 

• Around $3.4 million for low tetraplegia 

• Around $2.3 million for paraplegia 

Those numbers typically cover direct medical and living expenses and don’t include lost wages 

or the economic value of family caregiving. When insurance companies push quick settlements 

that only pay for the first year or two of bills, they’re ignoring the decades that follow. 

Real-World Expenses That Add Up Over a Lifetime 

Families usually focus on the immediate shock of surgery and ICU stays after a semi-truck crash. 

Our attorneys work with them to look at the full picture, because the smaller “line items” 

compound over time. 

Major categories often include: 

• Acute Care and Surgeries: Emergency transport, trauma surgery, spinal stabilization 

procedures, ICU, repeat hospitalizations for infections or pressure sores. 

https://www.christopherreeve.org/todays-care/living-with-paralysis/costs-and-insurance/costs-of-living-with-spinal-cord-injury/


• Rehabilitation and Ongoing Therapy: Weeks or months of inpatient rehab, followed by 

years of outpatient physical and occupational therapy to preserve function and prevent 

decline. 

• Medical Equipment and Technology: Power wheelchairs that can cost tens of thousands 

of dollars, custom seating systems, lifts, hospital beds, and adaptive technology that 

must be replaced every few years. 

• Home and Vehicle Modifications: Doorway widening, ramps, roll-in showers, lowered 

counters, and wheelchair-accessible vans or lifts. Major renovations can cost tens of 

thousands of dollars per home, and accessible vehicle conversions often add $20,000 or 

more to a vehicle’s price. 

• Paid and Unpaid Caregiving: Professional home health aides, nursing care, and the 

unpaid labor of spouses or relatives who give up careers to help with transfers, bathing, 

toileting, and daily tasks. 

How Life Care Planning Supports a Strong Paralysis Claim 

In serious truck wreck cases, our firm often relies on life care planners to chart out what a client 

will need for the rest of their life. A life care plan is essentially a medical and financial roadmap 

that lists the expected services, equipment, therapies, and home support decade by decade. 

A solid life care plan usually involves: 

• Reviewing medical records and imaging 

• Interviewing the injured person and family in their home 

• Consulting with treating neurosurgeons, rehabilitation physicians, and therapists 

• Researching cost data in the client’s community rather than relying on national averages 

Indiana life care planners and board-certified physician planners often draw on guidelines from 

medical organizations and data from state programs, including Medicaid waivers where 

applicable, to show both what care is available and what it really costs on the private market. 

That kind of grounded, medical evidence can be persuasive when we’re asking a jury or an 

insurer to fund decades of care. 

How Spinal Cord Injuries Change Work and Independence 

The legal value of a paralysis case isn’t just about hospital bills. It’s also about what happens to a 

person’s role in their family and in the workforce. 



Someone who once worked in construction, nursing, manufacturing, or another physically 

demanding field may never safely perform that job again. Even white-collar workers can 

struggle to sit for long periods, manage pain, attend frequent medical appointments, or handle 

travel and client meetings. Many lose employer-provided health insurance, retirement 

contributions, and the future raises they would’ve earned. 

At home, survivors may: 

• Rely on others for transfers in and out of bed, toileting, and personal hygiene 

• Need help getting into vehicles or out into the community 

• Miss out on activities with children and grandchildren that once defined their identity 

Proving What Caused the Injury and the Lifetime Impact 

We don’t rely on the truck driver’s story or the initial police report. In many catastrophic 

trucking cases, our attorneys move quickly to: 

• Retain accident reconstruction professionals 

• Download electronic control module (ECM) or black box data 

• Secure hours-of-service and ELD records 

• Obtain cell-phone records and any available video 

Those technical details help us show speeding, fatigue, distraction, or rule violations that led to 

the crash. On the medical side, neurosurgeons and rehabilitation doctors can explain how crash 

forces damaged the spinal cord, even when imaging shows preexisting degenerative changes 

that insurance companies like to blame. We then connect that medical story to the life care plan 

and economic projections.  

How Boughter Sinak, LLC Stands Up for Indiana Families 

Boughter Sinak, LLC has resolved major truck injury and wrongful death cases in Indiana, 

including multi-million-dollar outcomes that depended on careful evidence preservation and 

detailed future care planning. In serious spinal cord cases, we move quickly to: 

• Protect electronic and physical evidence from the trucking company 

• Coordinate with treating physicians, rehabilitation centers, and life care planners 

• Work with economists and vocational professionals to capture lost earnings and benefits 

• Present the human story of what paralysis has done to our client’s life 

https://boughtersinak.com/
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We understand that no amount of money brings back the life someone had before a semi-truck 

crossed the line, but a well-built legal case can make the difference between constant financial 

crisis and a stable, dignified future. 

If you or a loved one sustained a spinal cord injury or paralysis in an Indiana truck crash, our 

attorneys want to listen, answer your questions, and talk through how we can pursue 

accountability and long-term financial support. Contact our law firm and book a free 

consultation to discuss your situation and learn what options may be available. We operate on a 

contingency fee basis, so there are no upfront costs for getting legal help. 
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